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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . An interactive program guide method comprising: 

displaying a navigation object on a display element, said navigation object 
representing a category of televised programming; 

displaying, on said display element at a first magnification level, a first 
number of active selection items fi-om said category, said first number of active 
selection items being displayed on or proximate to said navigation object; and 

displaying, on said display element at a second magnification level, a second 
number of active selection items firom said category, said second number of active 
selection items being displayed on or proximate to said navigation object. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said second magnification level corresponds to a higher magnification of said 
navigation object, relative to said first magnification level; and 

said second number of active selection items is greater than said first number 
of active selection items. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein; 

said second magnification level corresponds to a higher magnification of said 
navigation object, relative to said first magnification level; and 

said first number of active selection items is a subset of said second number of 
active selection items. 

4. A method according to claim 1, fiirther comprising: 

displaying a second navigation object on said display element, said second 
navigation object representing a second category of televised programming; and 
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displaying, on said display element, a number of active selection items from 
said second category, said number of active selection items from said second category 
being displayed on or proximate to said second navigation object. 

5 . A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 
said category represents a programming genre; and 

said first number of active selection items identify specific providers of 
content related to said programming genre. 

6. A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 
said category represents a programming genre; and 

said first number of active selection items identify specific programs related to 
said programming genre. 

7. An interactive program guide for television programming, comprising: 
a display element configured to display a plurality of selection items 

corresponding to a plurality of television programs; 

a first subset of said selection items rendered on said display element as active 
selection items at a first hierarchical level; and 

a second subset of said selection items rendered on said display element as 
active selection items at a second hierarchical level; wherein 

a prioritization metric determines said first and second subsets. 

8. An interactive program guide according to claim 7, further comprising 
a subset of said selection items rendered on said display element as inactive selection 
items at said first hierarchical level. 
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9. An interactive program guide according to claim 8, wherein said 
inactive selection items are rendered on said display element in a visually 
distinguishable manner relative to said active selection items. 

10. An interactive program guide according to claim 7, wherein said 
second subset includes said first subset of selection items. 

11. An interactive program guide according to claim 7, wherein said first 
and second hierarchical levels respectively correspond to relatively low and high 
magnification levels. 

12. An interactive program guide for television programming, comprising: 
a display element; 

a navigation object rendered on said display element^ said navigation object 
representing a category of televised programming; 

a first number of active selection items from said category, said first number 
of active selection items being rendered on said display element at a first 
magnification level on or proximate to said navigation object; and 

a second number of active selection items from said category, said second 
number of active selection items being rendered on said display element at a second 
magnification level on or proximate to said navigation object. 

13. An interactive program guide according to claim 12, wherein: 

said second magnification level corresponds to a higher magnification of said 
navigation object, relative to said first magnification level; and 

said first number of active selection items is a subset of said second number of 
active selection items. 
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14. An interactive program guide according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

a second navigation object rendered on said display element, said second 
navigation object representing a second category of televised programming; and 

a number of active selection items from said second category, said number of 
active selection items from said second category being rendered on said display 
element on or proximate to said second navigation object. 

15. An interactive program guide according to claim 12, wherein: 
said category represents a programming genre; and 

said first number of active selection items identify specific providers of 
content related to said programming genre. 

16. An interactive program guide according to claim 12, wherein: 
said category represents a programming genre; and 

said first nimiber of active selection items identify specific programs related to 
said prograraming genre. 

1 7. An interactive television program guide comprising: 

a navigation element rendered in a display element, said navigation element 
comprising a navigation object representing a category of televised programming; 

a number of active selection items rendered on said navigation element, each 
of said active selection items representing content accessible through said interactive 
navigation interface; and 

a number of inactive selection items rendered on said navigation element. 

18. An interactive television program guide according to claim 17, further 
comprising a preview element configured to present content represented by a selected 
one of said active selection items. 
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19. An interactive television program guide according to claim 17, further 
comprising a selection item information element for said navigation element, said 
selection item information element containing data relating to a currently selected 
active selection item. 

20. An interactive television program guide according to claim 17, further 
comprising a time-shifling element for said navigation element, said time-shifting 
element generating a time-shifting request that causes a rendering of said navigation 
element corresponding to a selected time slot, 

21. An interactive television program guide according to claim 20, 
wherein said time-shifting element comprises a plurahty of components representing 
different time slots, 

22. A method for displaying television programming information on a 
display element, said method comprising: 

obtaining television program data for a number of television channels; 
processing said television program data according to a categorization scheme; 
creating categories of televised programming in response to said processing 
step; and 

generating a number of navigation objects according to said categories and in 
accordance with a hierarchical organization. 

23. A method according to claim 22, further comprising the step of 
displaying a number of selection items corresponding to television programs included 
in a first one of said categories, said displaying step being performed in accordance 
with said hierarchical organization. 
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24. A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

said creating step creates a second category of televised programming in 
response to said processing step; 

said displaying step displays said number of selection items on a first 
navigation object; and 

said displaying step displays a second number of selection items 
corresponding to television programs included in said second category on a second 
navigation object. 

25. A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

said displaying step displays said number of selection items on a navigation 
object rendered at a first magnification level; and 

said displaying step displays a second number of selection items 
corresponding to television programs included in said category on a second 
navigation object that represents said navigation object rendered at a second 
magnification level. 

26. A method according to claim 23, further comprising the step of 
providing programming information based upon said television program data for at 
least one of said number of selection items. 

### 
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